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About Diplomas Count

The Editorial Projects in Education Research Center is engaged in geaulfiroject to study high school graduation and related
issues pertaining to latsecondary schooling and the transition to postsecondary education and employment. As part obrtkis w
Editorial Projects in Education publishes a special editidbdattation Weeklevoted to critical issues facing efforts to improve the
YIGA2yQa KAIK aOKz22faod

The 2010 installment ddiplomas Couninvestigates how data and analysis are being used to boost graduation rates and improve
student learning across diverse communities and school environments. The advent of modesystatas technology and the
ascendance of strong federal accountabiliégguirements under No Child Left Behind have given school systems increasing access tc
rich student data as well as the incentive to use that information to drive school reform. With 1.3 million high schoolsstaifieg

to earn a diploma, datdriven sNJ 1 S3A Sa KI @S 6S02YS +y SaaSydaiart Gz22f F2N O

The fifth edition of theDiplomas Counteport explores how the innovative use of data is driving change in school systems across the
country. By profiling efforts undeway in four leading school districtSducation WeeRa 2 2 dzNJ/ | f A d-waininRsyste@dsS A
that reduce dropout rates bydentifying studens at risk of failure; consider ways that insights from deep data analysis can result in
tailored interventiors; and examine how an infusion of federal stimulus dollars can strengthen national and local cultures of
innovation built on data.

l'y20KSNJ OSYGSNLIASOS 2F 9RAGZ2NALFE tNR2SOdGa Ay 9RdzOl GkigegfQa
public high school graduation rates, using its Cumulative Promotion Index (CPI) metploanas Count 201provides updated
graduationrate findings for the class of 2007, the most recent year for which data are available. Results are repdhedJitited
{draSa a I sK2fSx GKS &aidl GSazlnaspéialinkeSigatioh,ihk eepted Also mentifiesisdN@ e &
dozen bigcity school systems that are exceeding expectations when it comes to high school graduation.

In addition to the print edition of the report, onlinrenly features oDiplomas Counihclude statespecific policy reports and state
by-state indicators accessible through the Education Counts databasev.edcounts.ory EdWeek Maps, a Wdiased

geographical tool, also allows users to create interactive maps and download a special report for any school distraziunttiie
which includes comparisons to state and national statistics (onlimesgis.edweek.ory

Editorial Projects in Educatidtesearch Center

June2010

About Editorial Projects in Education

Editorial Projects in Education (EPE)is a nonprofit, taxexempt organization based in Bethesda, Me primary mission is
to help raise the level of awareness and understanding among professionals and the public of important issues in Ameatan.&RE
coveslocal, state, national, and international news and issues from preschool through the B2kb. giditorial Projects in Education publish
Education WeekAmeric® newspaper of record for precollegiate educatidvigital Directions the Teacher Professional Developme
Sourcebookandthe Top School Jobs employment resourttealso producs periodic special reports on issues ranging from technology
textbooks, as well as books of special interest to educators.

The EPE Research Center conducts annual policy surveys, collects data, and performs analyses that appeaQnatity Counts
Technology CountandDiplomas Courdénnual reports. The center also produces independent research repartributes original data and
analysis to special coveragebducation Weekand maintains the Education Counts and EdWeek Maps online datacesour
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STATE PROFILE 2006-07

Graduation Profile for the Class of 2007

Graduation Rate

By Student Group _ National
New Mexico Average
All Students
54.9 68.8
Male 51.9 66.0
Female 59.0 72.9
American Indian/Alaska Native 51.3 50.7
Asian/Pacific Islander 74.3 80.7
Hispanic 50.3 55.5
Black (not Hispanic) 52.6 53.7
White (not Hispanic) 62.6 76.6
By Gender and Race and Ethnicity
Male
American Indian/Alaska Native 46.1 46.4
Asian/Pacific Islander 72.5 76.8
Hispanic 46.8 50.6
Black (not Hispanic) 49.9 46.7
White (not Hispanic) 58.9 73.7
Female
American Indian/Alaska Native 54.7 51.1
Asian/Pacific Islander 67.4 82.7
Hispanic 52.6 59 4
Black (not Hispanic) 53.7 59 4
White (not Hispanic) 65.3 78.8
-
u thtd2S y2G OFfOdA (SR 0S80 deasS | ya{ O 3553 LOKENJRVESiihionT2aé doiitatind riyberist Gy Bdtazedlitaldh agenty.
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Graduation in the United States

Slightly fewer thar69 percent of all public school students in the nation graduated from high school with Eretfiploma in
the class of 2007A gap of more than 4percentage points separas¢he bestperforming and worsperforming statesThe
national leaders lowa, New érsey, North Dakota, Vermorand Wisconsin each graduate at least 80 percent of their
students. By contrast, the graduation rate falls below 60 pergettie District of Columbia, Georgia, Louisiana, Nevada, Ne
Mexico, North Carolina, and South CaroliRasults reported iDiplomas Count 201€how that from 2006to 2007 the
nationwidegraduation ratedropped by foustenths of a percentage point, the second consecutive year of dedliflesving a
decade of mostly solid improvements.

National Average

New Jersey
Vermont
Wisconsin
North Dakota
lowa
Michigan
Connecticut
Pennsylvania
Maine
Massachusetts
Minnesota
Utah
New Hampshire
South Dakota
Missouri
Montana
Kansas
Ohio
lllinois
Nebraska
Oregon
Maryland
Idaho
Colorado
Wyoming
Indiana
Oklahoma
Kentucky
West Virginia
Rhode Island
New York
Virginia
Arkansas
Arizona
Washington
Tennessee
Alaska
Texas
Hawaii
Delaware
California
Mississippi
Alabama
Florida
District of Columbia
North Carolina
Georgia
Louisiana
South Carolina
New Mexico
Nevada
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Mapping Graduation

This map illustrates graduation rates for thigh schootlass of 2007 for every school district in the United States. High school completion displays a distinct
geographical patterning, with loywerforming school systems highly clustd in the Southeast, Deep South, along the M&xico border, and into the Southwest.
Graduation rates also fall well below the national average of 68.8 percent in many large urban centers throughout the A@pecial analysis conducted by the
EPE &search Center fdDiplomas Count 201@veals a highly concentrated graduation crisis, with 25 individual school districts accounting for one in every fi
dropouts nationwide.

Dropout
Epicenters

Just 25 districts, listebelow
with projected numbes of
nongraduates, collectively
produce onefifth of all
dropouts in the nation.

New York City 43,643

Los Angeles 42,174

Clark County, Nev. 17,479
Chicago 16,731

Miami-Dade County, Fla. 13,261
Philadelphia 9,324

Houston 9,266

Broward County, Fla. 9,093
Detroit 8,754

Dallas 8,054

~
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CharlotteMecklenburg, N.C. 6,386
Hillsborough County, Fla. 5,773
Hawaii (statewide district) 5,731
Orange County, Fla. 5,656

Palm BeaciCounty, Fla. 5,507
Prince Georga County, Md. 5,426
Gwinnett County, Ga. 5,115
Dekalb County, Ga. 5,073

San Bernardino City, Calif 5,051
Baltimore 5,047

Duval County, Fla. 5,002

San Diego 4,836
Graduation Rate, Class of 2007 Milwaukee 4,680

Albuquerque, N.M. 4,637
i 0 -709 -809 b 0
No info. < 50% 60-70% 70-80% 90-100% Pinellas County, Fla. 4,280
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