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About Diplomas Count 
 

 
The Editorial Projects in Education Research Center is engaged in a multi-year project to study high school graduation and related 
issues pertaining to late-secondary schooling and the transition to postsecondary education and employment. As part of this work, 
Editorial Projects in Education publishes a special edition of Education Week devoted to critical issues facing efforts to improve the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 
 
The 2010 installment of Diplomas Count investigates how data and analysis are being used to boost graduation rates and improve 
student learning across diverse communities and school environments. The advent of modern data-systems technology and the 
ascendance of strong federal accountability requirements under No Child Left Behind have given school systems increasing access to 
rich student data as well as the incentive to use that information to drive school reform. With 1.3 million high school students failing 
to earn a diploma, data-driven stǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳōŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘǊƻǇƻǳǘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ   
 
The fifth edition of the Diplomas Count report explores how the innovative use of data is driving change in school systems across the 
country. By profiling efforts under way in four leading school districts, Education WeekΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŘŜƭǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ-warning systems 
that reduce dropout rates by identifying students at risk of failure; consider ways that insights from deep data analysis can result in 
tailored interventions; and examine how an infusion of federal stimulus dollars can strengthen national and local cultures of 
innovation built on data. 
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 9t9 wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅsis of 
public high school graduation rates, using its Cumulative Promotion Index (CPI) method. Diplomas Count 2010 provides updated 
graduation-rate findings for the class of 2007, the most recent year for which data are available. Results are reported for the United 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ рл ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ In a special investigation, the center also identifies several 
dozen big-city school systems that are exceeding expectations when it comes to high school graduation. 
 
In addition to the print edition of the report, online-only features of Diplomas Count include state-specific policy reports and state-
by-state indicators accessible through the Education Counts database (www.edcounts.org). EdWeek Maps, a Web-based 
geographical tool, also allows users to create interactive maps and download a special report for any school district in the country, 
which includes comparisons to state and national statistics (online at maps.edweek.org).  
 
        Editorial Projects in Education Research Center 
      
        June 2010 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

About Editorial Projects in Education 
 

Editorial Projects in Education (EPE) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization based in Bethesda, Md. Its primary mission is 

to help raise the level of awareness and understanding among professionals and the public of important issues in American education. EPE 
covers local, state, national, and international news and issues from preschool through the 12th grade. Editorial Projects in Education publishes 
Education Week, AmericaΩs newspaper of record for precollegiate education, Digital Directions, the Teacher Professional Development 
Sourcebook, and the Top School Jobs employment resource. It also produces periodic special reports on issues ranging from technology to 
textbooks, as well as books of special interest to educators. 
 

The EPE Research Center conducts annual policy surveys, collects data, and performs analyses that appear in the Quality Counts, 
Technology Counts, and Diplomas Count annual reports. The center also produces independent research reports, contributes original data and 
analysis to special coverage in Education Week, and maintains the Education Counts and EdWeek Maps online data resources. 

 

http://www.edcounts.org/
http://maps.edweek.org/
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Graduation Profile for the Class of 2007 
 
 
 

 Graduation Rate  

By Student Group 
New Mexico 

National  
Average 

All Students (%) (%) 

 54.9 68.8 

By Gender   

Male 51.9 66.0 

Female 59.0 72.9 

By Race and Ethnicity   

American Indian/Alaska Native 51.3 50.7 

Asian/Pacific Islander 74.3 80.7 

Hispanic 50.3 55.5 

Black (not Hispanic) 52.6 53.7 

White (not Hispanic) 62.6 76.6 

By Gender and Race and Ethnicity   

Male   

American Indian/Alaska Native 46.1 46.4 

Asian/Pacific Islander 72.5 76.8 

Hispanic 46.8 50.6 

Black (not Hispanic) 49.9 46.7 

White (not Hispanic) 58.9 73.7 

Female   

American Indian/Alaska Native 54.7 51.1 

Asian/Pacific Islander 67.4 82.7 

Hispanic 52.6 59.4 

Black (not Hispanic) 53.7 59.4 

White (not Hispanic) 65.3 78.8 
   
  
  Ϟ   ±ŀƭǳŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ Řŀǘŀ ŦƛŜƭŘόǎύ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩs Common Core of Data and not provided by state education agency. 
  ϟ   ±ŀƭǳŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜΦ 

  

STATE PROFILE 2006-07 
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Graduation in the United States 
 

Slightly fewer than 69 percent of all public school students in the nation graduated from high school with a regular diploma in 
the class of 2007. A gap of more than 40 percentage points separates the best-performing and worst-performing states. The 
national leadersτIowa, New Jersey, North Dakota, Vermont, and Wisconsinτeach graduate at least 80 percent of their 
students. By contrast, the graduation rate falls below 60 percent in the District of Columbia, Georgia, Louisiana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, and South Carolina. Results reported in Diplomas Count 2010 show that, from 2006 to 2007, the 
nationwide graduation rate dropped by four-tenths of a percentage point, the second consecutive year of declines following a 
decade of mostly solid improvements. 
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